Template for Jesus: His Birth in an eBooklet Format

The Word of God Series is a collection of 20 booklets that present Scripture verses in an easy-to-read format, with each booklet focused on a different topic. 
Titles include Healthy Relationships, A Joy-Filled Life, Freedom from Depression, and many others. Click here to see other titles.
The booklets are available in both paperback and digital formats at www.TheWordOfGodSeries.com or Amazon.com.
Why This Template?
Because I believe in the power of God’s Word to transform people’s lives, I have dedicated several years of my life to bring this series to fruition. 
I am passionate about using these booklets to reach a dark and dying world with the love of Christ and the hope of the Gospel. 
Initially, I had expected this series would be a small business. But one day, when I asked God what my next steps should be, He spoke to me through His Word and told me to: 
“…complete the ministry God has given you.” 
~ 2 Timothy 4:5 (NLT, 1996 version)
So, I shifted the focus from being a business to a ministry.
My vision, also, has evolved over time and I have come to believe that it is possible for millions of these booklets to be distributed (in both print and digital formats) around the world (see the document entitled The Vision at www.TheWordOfGodSeries.com for more info.) 
In order to make this a far-reaching ministry, accessing populations that I couldn’t on my own, I decided to invite others to partner with me in producing and distributing these booklets to their own personal networks. To help get it started, I have made templates of each booklet freely available to anyone who would like them.
This way you (whether you are a church, Christian organization or an individual) can easily re-create the booklets in your own ministry’s name, and distribute them to the people you minister to. 
I hope that this template will save you:
· Time – so you can benefit from the thousands of hours of development time that has been invested so far
· Money – eliminate layers of profit margin
Whether you simply replicate and reproduce what has already been done, build on it, or take this idea in a different direction, you won’t have to waste time starting with a blank page. 
I hope you can easily get these finalized, so you can begin sharing them with the people in your sphere of influence. 
On the following pages you will find document formatting tips.
Photo editing tips are also presented, as well as the preview images of each photo (with the Photo ID#), so you to easily find it on either bigstockphoto.com or shutterstock.com. Copyright and general info for each photo can be found here. 

Formatting Tips (if making changes to this document)
This document is ready to be exported to an eBook format. The app I used is through Amazon called Kindle Create.
If you make any changes to this document (such as pasting additional verses or entire sections into it), you’ll want follow the steps below. 
If you are not making any changes to this document, then just skip these steps.
When converting a document to eBook format, it’s best to remove tabs, indentations and soft returns. While using these formatting tricks in a print format can make the page much more readable (by adding white space to the page), in a digital format, these same tricks can disrupt the flow of the text and make it more difficult to read (since the view can change depending on the type of device, font size selected, etc.)
1) Remove all tabs, indentations and soft returns (Note, if a passage is too long, you can always add white space by inserting a 
	hard return (the Enter key only) after a sentence, with a 6 pt spacing after the line. (Layout / Spacing / After / 6 pt)
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2) Ensure that the spacing between the lines is consistent throughout the document. When the document is completed, select the entire document (Ctrl + A) and click on Layout / Paragraph / Multiple (under Line Spacing) and change the number to “1” 
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3) Ensure that the spacing between the characters is consistent throughout the document. After completing step 2 above, while the entire document is still selected, click on Home / Font / Advanced and change the Spacing to Normal
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Photo Editing Tips
At the end of this document you will find the copyright and descriptive info for each photo in the booklet, as well as editing suggestions for a few of them.
For the digital view, try to keep the photos as large on the page as possible, otherwise they will appear too small on devices. The preview photos in this document are a good size for digital format, so try to keep your photos the same size.
Most of the editing suggestions (especially brightening or increasing color saturation) should be very slight adjustments.
Editing photos within this document
Rotate: Doubleclick the photo, click on the Rotate Object icon. 
Note: rotating an image is more important in the print format, so that certain objects in the photo will face the center of the page (such as animal pics). This doesn’t matter in a digital format, but the suggestion to rotate certain photos is included below in order to keep the digital and print formats consistent (in case someone reads both the print and digital booklets.)
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Editing photos in the Pictures editing app in MS Word
Navigate to your Pictures folder, doubleclick the photo, and click on the blue Edit button on left
Most of the editing can be accomplished using one of these 3 options:
[image: ]

Crop: Click on the Crop icon and drag edges to desired spot
Brighten a photo: Adjustment icon / Light / Brightness
Increase color saturation: Adjustment icon / Color / Saturation or Warmth
Remove distracting elements from a photo: Click on the Generative Erase icon, select a brush size and click on the part of the photo you want removed.

Photo Searching Tips 
Occasionally photographers pull their photos from the sites, so there may be some in this document that are no longer available. You can try using the same key words to search for the photo on other sites. Or, you can search for another photo on Bigstock: 
· Under All Images select Photos and search by key word. 
· At the next screen, make sure that Safe Search is on. 
· In the Category field, select either Landscapes, Nature or Animals.
Forward Page | Copyright Page | Table of Contents

Below are sample Forward and Copyright pages. Feel free to edit to reflect your ministry’s mission and vision.
The Table of Contents in this document contains links to each of the section headings. If you add any new sections to this document, be sure to:
1) Assign the Heading Style to the new section heading (in this document, it is referred to as Heading). 
Highlight the heading, click on Home, then Heading in the Styles box
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2) Bookmark the new section heading: Put your cursor after the first letter in the section heading, click on Insert / Bookmark and then give name the bookmark (no spaces in the name!)
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3) Add the new section heading to the Table of Contents page and add a link to the bookmark you just created: Highlight the text, click on Insert / Link / Place in this Document and select the section heading bookmark.
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[bookmark: KindleCreate]Kindle Create
Should you decide to use Kindle Create to export this to an eBook format, see the steps below. You can use Kindle Create to export to a Kindle KPF file and/or EPUB file:

Begin at https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/bookshelf to set up the booklets on Amazon and install the Kindle Create app.
At the first screen, select Create New and Choose
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At the next Screen click on Continue. At the next screen click on Choose File, select the document, and click on Open. Then click on Continue and Get Started.	
At the next screen you will see a box labeled Suggested Chapter Titles. Click on Reject All.
Next, left-justify the entire document (a quirk with this application is that some portions of the document may be centered, while others portions are left-justified). Highlight the entire document, click on Formatting, and then the left-justify icon.
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Now you can begin assigning different elements to the Headings and Subheadings in the document so that, when someone is reading the eBook, they can easily jump to another section via the Table of Contents.
I use 2 elements: Chapter Title (for the key headings in the Brittanica Bold font) and Subheading (for the underlined subheadings).
As you begin assigning the elements, be sure to start by assigning the Chapter Title element to the Table of Contents: Headings and Subheadings heading. Then go through the rest of the document and assign either the Chapter Title or Subheading elements. 
You can change the formatting from the Kindle Create default, if you want. Below are the formatting options that I use for the eBooklets. 
Feel free to customize to suit your preferences.
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Finally, go through the document and click on each photo and change it to “Full Size.” (Note, another quirk with this app is that some photos just can’t be changed to full size, so they will appear smaller in the eBooklet).
When complete, first, save the document (File / Save Project). This will automatically put it in a folder. So when you export the document, be sure you export it to that folder.
To export, click on File / Export / KPF (Kindle and print). At the next screen, click on the file name to select it, and then click on Export.
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If you want the file in an EPUB format, go through the steps above and select File / Export / EPUB


Stuck on a Step Above and Need Help?
If you want to do this project on your own, but are having tech issues with one of the steps above, feel free to contact me at Susan@TheWordOfGodSeries.com. I may be able to assist you, since I’ve gone through this whole process myself!


Need Help with the Whole Project?
If you want these booklets set up in your own in your own ministry’s name, but don’t have the resources to do the whole project yourself, 
I may be able to manage that process for you for a one-time project fee. 
This would include the following services:
· Set up an account with Bigstock and Shutterstock in your ministry’s name and purchase the rights for you to use each of the photos
· Download and name the photos
· Edit photos as needed
· Create a cover with your church or ministry logo
· Request the rights to use the various Bible translations from each of the publishers (if applicable)
Feel free to contact me at Susan@TheWordOfGodSeries.com to discuss pricing options.


I hope that this information will help you finalize this document with ease so you can begin distributing it 
to the people in your realm of influence. 
Thank you for partnering with me in this effort. I wish you the best as you make God’s Word known and 
share His love with others!
Warmly in Christ,
Susan


Soli Deo gloria
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Feel free to edit this forward page to align to your own ministry’s vision and goals.

The Bible is the best-selling and most transformative book in history. Written over 2,000 years ago, it is still living and powerful today.
Throughout the pages of Scripture you will find inspiration and joy, comfort and peace, healing and hope. 
Most importantly, you will learn of God’s abundant love for you, and His plan to give you a glorious, eternal inheritance.
The Word of God Series is a collection of booklets which presents Scripture by topic, so you can focus on verses that are relevant to you at different stages and circumstances throughout your life. 
All of the booklets in this series feature Scripture exclusively—just the powerful, undiluted Word of God.
Let God’s Word permeate your mind and transform your life. 
This is one of a four-booklet mini-series about Jesus Christ, the most influential and singular person in history. The titles in this series are:
Jesus: His Birth
Jesus: His Life Events
Jesus: His Teachings
Jesus: His Death, Resurrection and Return
The verses in this series are drawn primarily from the gospel accounts (the first four books of the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which present a narrative on the life and ministry of Jesus. 
This series includes many of the life events and teachings of Jesus, but it not comprehensive, you are encouraged to also read each of the gospel accounts in their entirety.
In this series, text in italics are prophecies about the coming Messiah and “text in quotation marks” are the words of Christ. 
Most of the imagery in this mini-series is from the Holy Land.
This booklet, Jesus: His Birth, presents all the various elements of the story of the birth of Christ and explains the reason He came. It’s a great devotional to read during the Christmas season.
My prayer for you, as you read this series about Christ, is that you will accept the gift of eternal life that He died to give you and know that you belong to Him. I pray you will spend the remainder of your life seeking to look, live and love more like Jesus.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…
~ Colossians 3:16a (ESV)


A few comments about The Word of God Series:

· The booklets in this series provide you with a sample of what the Bible offers, but it is important that you also read the Bible itself, preferably with a book-by-book focus. 

· Passages in quotation marks are the actual words of God, either through His prophets in the Old Testament, or the words of Christ in the New Testament.

· Every booklet includes a section that details God’s plan of salvation (commonly referred to as “The Gospel.”) The booklet entitled God’s Gift of Eternal Life is devoted to the Gospel message. 

This series presents verses in the following translations:

NIV:	New International Version
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The "NIV" and "New International Version" are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

NLT: 	New Living Translation
Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, Copyright© 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

ESV: 	English Standard Version
Scripture quotations marked ESV are taken from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

KJV: 	King James Version
Public Domain

NKJV: 	New King James Version
Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. 

Since this is a template booklet featuring preview photos, it is not copyrighted, so you are free to purchase licenses to use the photos and develop your own booklets. Be sure to determine whether or not you need to request permission (and in some cases pay) for the rights to use the various Bible translations. Scripture verses were sourced from www.BibleGateway.com.

If it would be easier for you to simply purchase this booklet, the copyrighted version is available at www.TheWordOfGodSeries.com or www.amazon.com. ISBN info for the copyrighted booklets is as follows: 978-1-964538-00-6 (print booklet), 978-1-964538-01-3 (eBooklet), 9798356812026 (print booklet on Amazon).

Table of Contents: Headings & Sub-Headings


Prophecies About the Birth of Christ
An Introduction to Christ
The Birth of John the Baptist
The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
John’s Birth
Zechariah’s Song
The Birth of Jesus
The Birth of Jesus Foretold
Mary’s Song
Jesus’ Birth
The Shepherds and the Angels
Jesus Presented in the Temple
The Magi from the East
Accounts of Jesus’ Childhood
Why Jesus Came
The remainder of this book presents the Gospel message. It explains God’s plan to bring us to Himself through Christ. This message can be summarized as follows:
God Loves You
But Your Sin Separates You from God
The Day of God’s Wrath Will Come
Confess Your Sin and Repent
Jesus Died to Save You
God Bought You at a Price
In Christ You Are Forgiven
God Demonstrates His Love Through Christ	
Salvation is Through Christ Alone
Salvation is a Gift: Free and Undeserved
Accept This Gift of Salvation
You Belong to God Through Faith in Chris and have Become His Child 
Eternal Life is Yours Through Christ
Heaven is Your Home
Praise God for His Gift of Eternal Life
Praise God for His Great and Awesome Name
[bookmark: OtherTitlesInTheWordOfGodSeries]Praise His Glorious Name Forever


Note: The verse references in this document contain links to the BibleGateway.com page that will display the passage in all 5 translations that are used in this series (NIV, NLT, ESV, NKJV, KJV).


Other Booklets in the Series
[bookmark: _Toc115871167][bookmark: PropheciesAboutTheBirthOfChrist][bookmark: _Toc115871168]
Prophecies About the Birth of Christ

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
[bookmark: _Toc115871169]~ Isaiah 9:2 (NIV)
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Judean mountains

[bookmark: _Toc115871170]For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; 
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
~ Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)

Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
[bookmark: _Toc115871171]~ Isaiah 7:14 (NIV)

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.
[bookmark: _Toc115871172]~ Micah 5:2 (NIV)

“You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 
“I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871173]~ Isaiah 49:6b (NLT)

“I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations…”
[bookmark: _Toc115871174]~ Isaiah 42:6b (ESV)

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
[bookmark: _Toc115871175]~ Isaiah 11:1-2 (ESV)

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.
“He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets…In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871176]~ Isaiah 42:1-4 (NIV)
[bookmark: NewTestamentIntroductionToChrist][bookmark: _Toc115871177]
[bookmark: AnIntroductionToChrist]An Introduction to Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him…In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it…
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name...
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory…
[bookmark: _Toc115871178]~ John 1:1-14a (NKJV)
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Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, Israel
[bookmark: _Toc115871179]
[bookmark: TheBirthOfJohnTheBaptist][bookmark: _Toc115871180]The Birth of John the Baptist

[bookmark: TheBirthOfJohnTheBaptistForetold]The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold

When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah…Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the LORD’s commandments and regulations. 
They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and they were both very old.
One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple…While the incense was being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying. 
While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the LORD appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. 
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John. 
“You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the eyes of the LORD. 	He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. 
“He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth. 
“And he will turn many Israelites to the LORD their God. 
“He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. 
“He will prepare the people for the coming of the LORD. 
“He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.”
Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.”
Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good news! But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out of the sanctuary, wondering why he was taking so long. When he finally did come out, he couldn’t speak to them. Then they realized from his gestures and his silence that he must have seen a vision in the sanctuary.
When Zechariah’s week of service in the Temple was over, he returned home. 
Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into seclusion for five months. “How kind the LORD is!” she exclaimed. “He has taken away my disgrace of having no children.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871181]~ Luke 1:5-25 (NLT)

[bookmark: JohnsBirth]John’s Birth

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the LORD had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.”
Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 
Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the LORD’s hand was with him.
[bookmark: _Toc115871182]~ Luke 1:57-66 (NIV)

[bookmark: ZechariahsSong]Zechariah’s Song

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.”
~ Malachi 3:1a (NIV)

The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the LORD; 
“Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
~ Isaiah 40:3 (NKJV)

Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy:
“Praise the LORD, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people.
“He has sent us a mighty Savior from the royal line of his servant David, just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago.
“Now we will be saved from our enemies and from all who hate us.
“He has been merciful to our ancestors by remembering his sacred covenant—the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. 
“We have been rescued from our enemies so we can serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as we live.
“And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most High, because you will prepare the way for the LORD. 
“You will tell his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins.
“Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871183]~ Luke 1:67-79 (NLT)
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Judean Wilderness
[bookmark: _The_Birth_of][bookmark: _Toc115871184]
[bookmark: TheBirthOfJesus]The Birth of Jesus

Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.
[bookmark: _Toc115871185]~ Luke 1:78-79 (NLT)

[bookmark: TheBirthOfJesusForetold]The Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The LORD is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
“The LORD God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
“So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
“Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” 
“I am the LORD’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
[bookmark: _Toc115871186]~ Luke 1:26-38 (NIV)

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my LORD should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the LORD would fulfill his promises to her!”
[bookmark: _Toc115871187]~ Luke 1:39-45 (NIV)
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[bookmark: MarysSong]Mary’s Song

And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the LORD and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. 
“From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name. 
“His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.
“He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
“He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
“He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
“He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.
[bookmark: _Toc115871188]~ Luke 1:46-56 (NIV)

[bookmark: JesusBirth]Jesus’ Birth

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what the LORD had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the LORD had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
[bookmark: _Toc115871189]~ Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV)

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered...So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 
So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
[bookmark: _Toc115871190]~ Luke 2:1-7 (NKJV)
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[bookmark: TheShepherdsAndAngles]The Shepherds and the Angels

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And behold, an angel of the LORD stood before them, and the glory of the LORD shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 
“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the LORD. 
“And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
[bookmark: _Toc115871191]~ Luke 2:8-14 (NKJV)

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the LORD has told us about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
[bookmark: _Toc115871192]~ Luke 2:15-20 (NIV)
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[bookmark: JesusPresentedAtTheTemple]Jesus Presented in the Temple

Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel even before he was conceived.
Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the LORD. The law of the LORD says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the LORD.” So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of the LORD—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the LORD’s Messiah. 
That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the LORD as the law required, Simeon was there. 
He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign LORD, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871193]~ Luke 2:21-35 (NLT)

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 
She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. 
She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
[bookmark: _Toc115871194]~ Luke 2:36-38 (NLT)
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[bookmark: TheMagiFromTheEast]The Magi from the East

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel…
[bookmark: _Toc115871195]~ Micah 5:2a (NIV)

A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.
[bookmark: _Toc115871196]~ Jeremiah 31:15b (NIV)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
[bookmark: _Toc115871197]~ Matthew 2:1-6 (NIV)
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Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
[bookmark: _Toc115871198]~ Matthew 2:7-12 (NIV)

When they had gone, an angel of the LORD appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt...
[bookmark: _Toc115871199]~ Matthew 2:13-14 (NIV)

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.
[bookmark: _Toc115871200]~ Matthew 2:16-18 (NIV)

[bookmark: AccountsOfJesusChildhood]Accounts of Jesus’ Childhood

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871201]~ Hosea 11:1 (ESV)

So [Joseph] got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the LORD had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871202]~ Matthew 2:14-15 (NIV)

When Herod died, an angel of the LORD appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. “Get up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because those who were trying to kill the child are dead.”
So Joseph got up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his mother…So the family went and lived in a town called Nazareth.
[bookmark: _Toc115871203]~ Matthew 2:19-23a (NLT)

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the LORD, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
[bookmark: _Toc115871204]~ Luke 2:39-40 (NIV)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 
When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem…
Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers…
Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all these things in her heart. 
Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.
[bookmark: _Toc115871205]~ Luke 2:41-52 (NLT)
[bookmark: _Toc115871206]
[bookmark: WhyJesusCame]Why Jesus Came

God loves you abundantly, and has made a way for you to live forever in His glorious kingdom. However, first He had to pay an enormous price for you to be forgiven of your sin, in order to receive this eternal glory. This section explains His plan to forgive and save you. In summary: 
God loves you, but your sin separates you from Him, and because of it, God’s wrath will come. However, Jesus died as a sacrifice to save you from your sins, from God’s wrath, and from death itself. When you confess your sins, repent and accept the salvation that Christ offers, God will forgive you. By trusting in Christ you become God’s child, and as His child, you will inherit eternal life and heaven will be your home.

[bookmark: GodLovesYou]God Loves You

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871207]~ John 10:10b (ESV)

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.
[bookmark: _Toc115871208]~ Ephesians 1:4 (NLT)

We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. 
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them.
[bookmark: _Toc115871209]~ 1 John 4:16 (NLT)
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Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s…
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love…he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
[bookmark: _Toc115871214]~ Psalm 103:2-12 (NIV)

[bookmark: _Toc115871213]The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil. 
My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
~ Psalm 23 (NKJV)

“I am the good shepherd.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871210]~ John 10:11a (NIV)

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 
“Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
“And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.
“Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’” 
[bookmark: _Toc115871211]~ Luke 15:4-6 (NIV)
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For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.”
~ Ezekiel 34:11 (NIV)

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish...”
[bookmark: _Toc115871212]~ John 10:27-28a (NLT)

[bookmark: ButYourSinSeparatesYouFromGod]But Your Sin Separates You from God

Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God?
[bookmark: _Toc115871215]~ 1 Corinthians 6:9a (NLT)

For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
[bookmark: _Toc115871216]~ Ephesians 5:5 (NIV)

[bookmark: TheDayOfGodsWrathWillCome]The Day of God’s Wrath Will Come

“When the master of the house has locked the door, it will be too late.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871217]~ Luke 13:25a (NLT)

“I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871218]~ Isaiah 13:11 (NIV)

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath…
[bookmark: _Toc115871219]~ Proverbs 11:4a (NIV)

“Their silver and gold will not be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD’s wrath. 
“It will not satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs, for it has caused them to stumble into sin.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871220]~ Ezekiel 7:19b (NIV)

“Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. 
“Don’t let that day catch you unaware, like a trap.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871221]~ Luke 21:34-35a (NLT)

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.
[bookmark: _Toc115871222]~ Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV)

[bookmark: ConfessYourSinAndRepent]Confess Your Sin and Repent

The LORD is…not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
[bookmark: _Toc115871223]~ 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

For with the LORD there is mercy, and with Him is abundant redemption.
[bookmark: _Toc115871225]~ Psalm 130:7b (NKJV)

“In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.
~ Isaiah 54:8 (ESV)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the LORD…
[bookmark: _Toc115871226]~ Acts 3:19 (NIV)
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If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
~ 1 John 1:9 (ESV)

[bookmark: JesusDiedToSaveYou]Jesus Died to Save You 

…From Your Sin

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.
[bookmark: _Toc115871227]~ Matthew 1:21 (NIV)

In his name the nations will put their hope.
[bookmark: _Toc115871228]~ Matthew 12:21 (NIV)

…Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…
[bookmark: _Toc115871229]~ 1 Timothy 1:15b (ESV)

…From God’s Wrath

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871230]~ John 3:17 (NKJV)

…From Death

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our LORD.
[bookmark: _Toc115871231]~ Romans 6:23 (ESV)

Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. 
For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death.
[bookmark: _Toc115871232]~ Hebrews 2:14 (NLT)

But God raised him from the dead…
[bookmark: _Toc115871233]~ Acts 2:24a (NIV)

We know that God, who raised the LORD Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus…
[bookmark: _Toc115871234]~ 2 Corinthians 4:14a (NLT)

For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him...
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: _Toc115871235]~ Romans 6:9-11 (NIV)

[bookmark: GodBoughtYouAtAPrice]God Bought You at a Price

God paid a high price for you, so don’t be enslaved by the world.
[bookmark: _Toc115871237]~ 1 Corinthians 7:23 (NLT)

…have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
~ Philippians 2:5b-8 (NIV)
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Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us…so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
[bookmark: _Toc115871238]~ Galatians 3:13-14 (ESV)

[bookmark: InChristYouAreForgiven]In Christ You Are Forgiven

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our LORD has done for us. 
Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.
[bookmark: _Toc115871239]~ Romans 5:1-2 (NLT)

[bookmark: GodDemonstratesHisLove]God Demonstrates His Love Through Christ

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
[bookmark: _Toc115871240]~ 1 John 4:10 (NIV)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871241]~ John 3:16 (NKJV)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?...
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our LORD.
[bookmark: _Toc115871242]~ Romans 8:35-39 (NIV)
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And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power…to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ… 
[bookmark: _Toc115871243]~ Ephesians 3:17b-18 (NIV)

[bookmark: SalvationIsThroughChristAlone]Salvation is Through Christ Alone

God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets in the holy Scriptures. 
The Good News is about his Son. 
In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, and he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
He is Jesus Christ our LORD. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871244]~ Romans 1:2-4 (NLT)

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.
[bookmark: _Toc115871245]~ Acts 4:12 (NIV)

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871246]~ John 14:6 (NKJV)

“…whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871247]~ John 6:37b (NIV)

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him...”
[bookmark: _Toc115871248]~ John 6:44a (NKJV)

“And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them up at the last day.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871249]~ John 6:39 (NLT)

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871250]~ Luke 19:10 (ESV)

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871251]~ John 12:32 (ESV)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871252]~ John 6:47 (NKJV)

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live...”
[bookmark: _Toc115871253]~ John 11:25 (ESV)

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871254]~ John 3:3 (NLT)

“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate.” 
[bookmark: _Toc115871255]~ Matthew 7:13a (NLT)

“Enter through the narrow gate. 
“For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
“But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871256]~ Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)
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If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.
[bookmark: _Toc115871257]~ 1 John 4:15 (NIV)

The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.
[bookmark: _Toc115871258]~ 1 Peter 1:9 (NLT)

[bookmark: SalvationIsAGift]Salvation is a Gift: Free and Undeserved

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.
[bookmark: _Toc115871259]~ Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)

Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
[bookmark: _Toc115871260]~ Ephesians 2:9 (NLT)

…because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.
[bookmark: _Toc115871261]~ Ephesians 2:4-5 (NIV)

…he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy…
Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.
[bookmark: _Toc115871262]~ Titus 3:5-7 (NLT)

And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. 
For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and undeserved.
[bookmark: _Toc115871263]~ Romans 11:6 (NLT)

For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. 
He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: _Toc115871264]~ 2 Timothy 1:9 (NLT)

[bookmark: AcceptThisGiftOfSalvation]Accept This Gift of Salvation

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life...
[bookmark: _Toc115871265]~ John 3:36a (NIV)

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is LORD,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
[bookmark: _Toc115871266]~ Romans 10:9 (NIV)

For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” 
Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.
[bookmark: _Toc115871267]~ 2 Corinthians 6:2 (NLT)

What are you waiting for? Get up and be baptized. 
Have your sins washed away by calling on the name of the LORD.
[bookmark: _Toc115871268]~ Acts 22:16 (NLT)

This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out.
[bookmark: _Toc115871269]~ Romans 13:11a (NLT)

…how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation?
[bookmark: _Toc115871270]~ Hebrews 2:3a (NIV)
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[bookmark: _You_Belong_to]
[bookmark: YouBelongToGod]You Belong to God Through Faith in Christ and Have Become His Child

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes.
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. 
This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871271]~ Ephesians 1:4-5 (NLT)

…you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
~ 1 Corinthians 3:23 (NLT)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!
[bookmark: _Toc115871272]~ 1 John 3:1a (NIV)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871274]~ 1 John 5:1a (NLT)

And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.
[bookmark: _Toc115871275]~ Galatians 4:7b (NLT)

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
[bookmark: _Toc115871276]~ Romans 8:17 (NIV)

Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.
[bookmark: _Toc115871273]~ Ephesians 2:18 (NLT)

And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.
[bookmark: _Toc115871277]~ Ephesians 1:13b (NLT)

He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
~ 2 Corinthians 1:21b-22 (NIV)

[bookmark: EternalLifeIsYours]Eternal Life is Yours Through Christ

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871298]~ Luke 23:43 (NIV)

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
“I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871299]~ John 14:2-3 (NKJV)

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
[bookmark: _Toc115871281]~ John 6:40 (NIV)

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 
“Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
[bookmark: _Toc115871301]~ John 7:37b-38 (NIV)
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“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871287]~ Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)

“For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871286]~ Matthew 16:27 (ESV)

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871285]~ Revelation 22:12 (NIV)

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 
“All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another…
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For
I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me.
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘LORD, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?’… 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
[bookmark: _Toc115871288]~ Matthew 25:31-40 (NIV)

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871289]~ John 18:36a (ESV)

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 
“When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871290]~ Matthew 13:44 (NIV)
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“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
“Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree…”
[bookmark: _Toc115871294]~ Matthew 13:31b-32a (NIV)

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 
“When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. 
“Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871292]~ Matthew 13:47-48 (NIV)

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
“When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”
~ Matthew 13:45-46 (NIV)

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
“Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 
“But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them.
“The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’
“And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. 
“So the wedding hall was filled with guests.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871295]~ Matthew 22:1-10 (ESV)

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871296]~ Matthew 16:19 (ESV)

“So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871297]~ Luke 12:32 (NLT)

“To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871304]~ Revelation 2:7b (NIV)

“All who are victorious will be clothed in white. 
“I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871303]~ Revelation 3:5 (NLT)

“The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871305]~ Revelation 2:11b (NIV)

“To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. 
“And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who receives it.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871306]~ Revelation 2:17b (NLT)

“The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871307]~ Revelation 3:12a (NIV)

“To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations…
“I will also give that one the morning star.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871308]~ Revelation 2:26-28 (NIV)

“To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871309]~ Revelation 3:21 (NIV)

“All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871310]~ Revelation 21:7 (NLT)

“…rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871300]~ Luke 10:20b (NKJV)

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven... 
“Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven…”
[bookmark: _Toc115871302]~ Matthew 5:10-12a (NIV)
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…God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871280]~ 1 John 5:11b (ESV)

…we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ...
[bookmark: _Toc115871282]~ Titus 2:13 (NIV)

He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 
He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 
But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness.
[bookmark: _Toc115871284]~ Romans 2:6-8 (NLT)

When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
[bookmark: _Toc115871283]~ Colossians 3:4 (ESV)

[bookmark: HeavenIsYourHome]Heaven is Your Home

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871311]~ Revelation 21:5a (NKJV)

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 
“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create…”
[bookmark: _Toc115871312]~ Isaiah 65:17-19 (NIV)

In Jerusalem, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will spread a wonderful feast for all the people of the world…
There he will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over the earth. 
He will swallow up death forever!
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away all tears.
[bookmark: _Toc115871313]~ Isaiah 25:6-8a (NLT)

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.
[bookmark: _Toc115871314]~ Revelation 21:4 (ESV)

All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you. 
They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might…
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.
[bookmark: _Toc115871315]~ Psalm 145:10-13a (NIV)

His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871316]~ Daniel 7:14b (NIV)

Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe.
[bookmark: _Toc115871317]~ Hebrews 12:28 (NLT)

Yes, the Sovereign LORD is coming in power. He will rule with a powerful arm. 
See, he brings his reward with him as he comes. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd. 
He will carry the lambs in his arms, holding them close to his heart.
[bookmark: _Toc115871318]~ Isaiah 40:10-11a (NLT)

“In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; 
“the leopard will lie down with the baby goat…
“Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain…”
~ Isaiah 11:6-9a (NLT)
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…the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.
~ Romans 8:21 (NLT)

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.
[bookmark: _Toc115871319]~ 1 Corinthians 2:9b (NLT)

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.
[bookmark: _Toc115871320]~ Colossians 3:1-2 (NLT)

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871321]~ Isaiah 65:17a (NIV)

[bookmark: _Hlk112761967]Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them…
He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
[bookmark: _Hlk112761267]“To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
“Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children...”
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 
It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal…
The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. 
The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass….
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light…
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
[bookmark: _Toc115871322][bookmark: _Hlk112761275]~ Excerpts from Revelation 21 (NIV)
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…our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the LORD Jesus Christ...
[bookmark: _Toc115871323]~ Philippians 3:20 (ESV)

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.
~ Hebrews 13:14 (ESV)

…we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands.
~ 2 Corinthians 5:1b (NLT)

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
[bookmark: _Toc115871324]~ Hebrews 11:16 (ESV)

And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. 
We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us.
[bookmark: _Toc115871325]~ Romans 8:23 (NLT)

May you be filled with joy, always thanking the Father. 
He has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light.
[bookmark: _Toc115871326]~ Colossians 1:11b-12 (NLT)

For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. 
Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.
[bookmark: _Toc115871327]~ 1 Peter 1:23 (NLT)

“I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
[bookmark: _Toc115871328]~ John 3:3b (NLT)

Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 
And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 
[bookmark: _Toc115871329]~ 1 Peter 1:3b-5 (NLT)

…make every effort to 
add to your faith goodness; 
and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; 
and to self-control, perseverance; 
and to perseverance, godliness; 
and to godliness, mutual affection; 
and to mutual affection, love. 
For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ…
For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc115871330]~ 2 Peter 1:5b-11 (NIV)

You make known to me the path of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
[bookmark: _Toc115871331]~ Psalm 16:11 (NIV)

Yet I still belong to you; you hold my right hand. 
You guide me with your counsel, leading me to a glorious destiny.
[bookmark: _Toc115871332]~ Psalm 73:23-24 (NLT)

Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.
[bookmark: _Toc115871333]~ Psalm 139:24 (NLT)
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Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
[bookmark: _Toc115871334]~ Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)

[bookmark: PraiseGod]Praise God for His Gift of Eternal Life

Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
~ Luke 1:68 (NIV)

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
~ 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NIV)

Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 
~ 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NLT)

So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.
~ Ephesians 1:6 (NLT)
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[bookmark: PraiseGodForHisGreatName]Praise God for His Great and Awesome Name

Praise God for the privilege of being called by his name!
~ 1 Peter 4:16b (NLT)

…at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is LORD…
~ Philippians 2:10-11a (NIV)

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven.
~ Psalm 148:13 (NKJV)

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
~ 1 Chronicles 16:10 (ESV)

LORD, there is no one like you! 
For you are great, and your name is full of power.
~ Jeremiah 10:6 (NLT)

Let them praise your great and awesome name. 
Your name is holy!
~ Psalm 99:3 (NLT)

All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O LORD; and shall glorify thy name.
~ Psalm 86:9 (KJV)

…you have exalted above all things your name and your word.
~ Psalm 138:2b (ESV)

I will praise you forever, O God, for what you have done.
I will trust in your good name…
~ Psalm 52:9a (NLT)

I will praise you, LORD my God, with all my heart; 
I will glorify your name forever.
~ Psalm 86:12 (NIV)

[bookmark: PraiseHisGloriousNameForever]Praise His Glorious Name Forever

From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!
~ Psalm 113:3 (ESV)

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
~ Psalm 113:2 (ESV)

Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! 
Amen and Amen!
~ Psalm 72:19 (ESV)
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